


Participant Spotlight: Jaden Farnham
Jaden Farnham, 6, of Owego, is a member of STAT’s 
Equine-Assisted Therapy program. In 2008, Jaden 
was diagnosed with a form of Autism. 

During May of 2009, Jaden’s grandfather, Bob 
Farnham, decided 
to enroll him in 
STAT. For seven 
weeks Jaden 
observed horses 
and riders at 
Fargnoli Farms. 
On the eighth 
week, he was 
paired with a 
horse named Elvis 
and took his first 
ride. “Jaden was 
so overwhelmed 
all he did was 
scream,” Bob 
said. However, the 
third time around 
the arena, Jaden 
settled down and 
seemed to tolerate riding Elvis. After his first riding 
session was over, Jaden couldn’t stop talking about 
his experience.

Since his first riding session Jaden has been making 
constant progress and improvements. Bob believes 
the improvement that has most affected Jaden’s life 
has to do with confidence. “His level of confidence 

has soared,” Bob said, “Jaden is in control of the 
horse. He communicates to Elvis what to do and 
where to go. When Jaden does this he feels as if he is 
on top of the world and can do anything.” 

Not only has 
Jaden’s con-
fidence level 
improved but also 
his speech and 
motor skills have 
become more 
refined. This is 
due to several 
activities that he 
completes while 
on horseback. 
One audio 
response activity 
is where Jaden 
throws balls 
through a 
hula-hoop while 
sitting on Elvis. 
“Equine-Assisted 

Therapy is like Speech Therapy, Occupational Thera-
py, and Physical Therapy all-in-one,” Bob said. 

Jaden is not the only person who benefits from 
STAT’s program. His grandfather, Bob, also benefits. 
“Everyone who attends sessions at Fargnoli Farms is 
like family. It’s like having a support group,” 
Bob said. 

Jaden With Elvis

Saturday, April 16th 
12 pm - 3 pm at
Fargnoli Farms 

On Pennsylvania Avenue in Apalachin

Learn how to become a volunteer for STAT! 

STAT Volunteer Workshop
A Special “Thank You” 

to 
The United Way of 

Broome County 
and 

NYS OPWDD 
For Providing Necessary 

Program Funding!
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Catherine (Cat) Markosky 
Executive Director
P.O. Box 1567, Binghamton 13902
(607) 223-4176 
cmarkosky@statinc.org

Beth Parks, PT 
Board President
(607) 760-1317 
betheparks@gmail.com

Leadership/Management

Southern Tier 
Alternative 
Therapies, Inc.

The Decker Foundation, The Mee Charitable Foundation, Senator Tom Libous, Tioga Downs. BAE Systems. Sams Club Spirit! 
Committee, CVS Caremark, Build A Bear Foundation. Kany Photography, Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation, Bernice Gould 
Foundation, Bill Bowman Memorial Fund, White Knight Production, Deb Martinez & Family, Employees at Lockheed Martin, 
Employees at Columbian Financial Group (CFG), Employees at Security Mutual, O’Connell & Aronowitz, Attorneys at Law, 
Coughlin & Gerhart Attorneys, Markosky Engineering Group, Inc., Griffiths Engineering, Tom Pappas & Nick’s Archery, Boys & 
Girls Club of Binghamton, Jared Campbell, Windsor Whip Works Art Gallery, Binghamton University,Wings of Eagles Discovery 
Center, Ken Brown - Avalon Homes, Boy Scouts of America, C&C Ready Mix, Friends of Starlite the Horse, Vine Alternative 
Investments and many more!!!!

Harmony Hill Ranch 
Dimmock Hill Rd., 
Binghamton
Lisa Hoteling
(607) 343-6834 

www.harmonyhillranch.com

Stable Movements
Smith Hill Rd., Binghamton
Theresa Pedroso
(607) 727-7602 

www.stablemovements.com

Fargnoli Farms 
Penn Ave., Apalachin
Linda Fargnoli 
(607) 427-3623 

Country Meadows 
Equine Therapy
Walton (Delaware County) 
Laura Phoenix 
(607) 865-8071

Partner Facilities

Thank You To Our Sponsors and Donors!

Becca Spencer
Scholarship Committee Chair
(607) 239-8448 
baspencer80@gmail.com

Sara Morey (DeFrancesco)
Board Secretary
ponygirl888@gmail.com

Randall Snodgrass, Board Treasurer
Randall.snodgrass@gmail.com

Wish List
-Crusher run stone and mason sand footing
    -Backhoe/excavator machinery and labor

    -Construction materials (lumber) and labor
    -White boards, markers, props, therapy tools

    -Saddles, lead ropes, bareback pads
     -Varied sizes of helmets and boots, tack storage/totes

    -Bottled water for volunteers
    -Gift cards for volunteer incentives

    -Meals for Wednesday evenings for ProMISE teen program
    -First aid kits
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